JOHN   HENEY  NEWMAN
.IMS  (UirLDIlOOD  AND  SCHOOL  LIFE
I\Iu. NKWMAN'H Autobiographical Memoir, after a fe\v brief statements, may bo .said to begin with his college life, probably because ho has touched upon his school life in tho ' Apologia pro Vita sua/ It may bo well, then, for tho Editor to do vote some preliminary pages to bin lift1* from infancy up to his entrance, into Trinity, deriving information, from records preserved unionist his papers, and from tho ree.ollections of his family and early friends. J'ut there are. also passages in Mr. Newman's works which seem to take us back into tho past, and to throw light <>n his earliest childhood, passages thatowild only bo inspired by memory ; important as giving an early picture of his mind, in harmony with its subsequent development. And as such a few extracts may bo given. Th UK :
At first children do not know that they are responsible boingH, but by degrees they not only feel that they are, but reflect on the great truth and on what it implies. Some persons recollect a time us children when it fell on them to reflect what they won*, whence they came, whither they tended, why they lived, what was required of thorn. Tho thought felt upon them long after they had hoard and spoken of (tod ; but at length they began to realise what they had heard, and they began to miine about themselves.1
Again :
Kueh are the, feelings with which men. often look back on their childhood when any accident brings it) vividly before
1 J'ttrtwhitil &crmont, vol. vi. p, 98,ters. They speak for them-.selvcNi, and are gi\en to the reader for his judgment. Of course the Anglican reader must keep his judgment, in exercise. A lonker on MMVS thing:-; (and Mich a looker-on thn reader miiy feel himself at certain periods) of which the actor is not. conscious. Mr. Newman, on looking back on his past career, .some! imi*s .shows himself alive to this. * He, knew nw better titan I knew myM'ltV
